
 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 Dec 2 — Christmas Party and 

Boat Parade 

 Jan 7—Awards and Installa-

tion Dinner 
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begins 

 Mar 17—Opening Day 

 Apr 21—Spring Regatta 

 May 19— 2024 Women at the 

Helm Regatta 

 June 23—Summer Regatta 

 June  28—Friday Night BBQ 

Begins 
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A s Commodore of the Lake Mission Viejo 
Yacht Club, I am excited to share with you just a 
few regattas that have taken place and events 
that are on the horizon.  

 

Top Skipper Regatta: We 
were able to sail the new Capri 
14.2 lake boats, all of which 
were equally fast.  The only 
thing that made one boat faster 
than the other was the skipper.  
Congratulations to Randy Tiffa-
ny for clinching victory in the 
Top Skipper Regatta.  This is 
the third time that he has won 
this prestigious title.  

 

Team Challenge Regatta: There 
were three teams; red, white, and 
blue. Three different classes of 
boats, Twitchell 12, Balboa 13, and 
Capri 14.2.  Team Blue, comprised 
of Ross, Arnold, and Frank, were 
victorious.   

 

Turkey Regatta: The latest Turkey 
Regatta was well attended and had 
some great competition.  Congratu-
lations to the winners of each fleet. 
Guy Heaton claimed victory in the A 
Fleet, Jeff Buchman in the B Fleet, 
and David Collins with crew Chris 
Strand in the C Fleet.  

Continued on Page 2 
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The holiday season will kick off with the club's Christmas Party and Parade of Lights 
on December 2, 2023. The lake will be adorned with colorful lights and decorated 
boats will be paraded through the water.  Members are encouraged to attend and share 
the joy of the holiday season with one another.    

  

On January 7, 2024, the Awards and Installation Dinner will take place. This is a great 
event that recognizes the outstanding achievements of our members followed by the 
installation of the 2024 officers.  Congratulations in advance to all the award recipients 
for their sailing prowess and dedication to the Club. 

 

We are looking forward to Opening Day on March 17, 2024. This great event marks 
the beginning of a new sailing season.  Last year we had the Opening Day ceremonies 
at the Club House, which made for an outstanding and festive event.  We plan on using 
the same venue for 2024 and if you haven’t attended an opening day before, this is one 
event that you shouldn’t miss.  

 

Ross Nemeroff 

LMVYC Commodore 2023 

From The Bridge, continued 

Commodore Vicki Rixford 

Vice Commodore Scott Davis 

Rear Commodore Adam Vart 

Jr. Staff Commodore Ross Nemeroff 

Secretary Jon Montgomery 

Race Chair Guy Heaton 

Port Captain Graham Newman 

Fleet Captain Rod Simenz 

Hospitality 
Daniela Radu & 

Randy Tisdale 

2024 LMVYC Officers Elected 
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L a k e  M i s s i o n  V i e j o  Y a c h t  C l u b  
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 Red Cross Award for LMVYC  

Junior Sailor Griffyn Pugh 
S/C Audrey Simenz 

You may remember an article in our Main Sheet  newsletter last year about the dramatic 
rescue of a racing member who had fallen out of his boat during a regatta and was in trou-
ble, hanging on to the stern. Junior member Griffyn Pugh, racing a CFJ, with his sister 
McKenna, saw what had happened and immediately went to his aid by sailing alongside the 
Expo and leaping aboard to take control of the empty boat in the high wind, leaving the 
crew, his sister, to sail the CFJ.  
 
The first life guard on the scene commented that he was impressed with Griffyn’s sailing 
knowledge and cool confidence throughout the incident. Griffyn was commended for his 
quick thinking and rescue effort. 
 
A few weeks ago Red Cross headquarters in Washington DC notified Griffyn that they had 
awarded him their Certificate of Extraordinary Personal Action, for his heroic and selfless 
rescue. It was awarded to him by a Red Cross representative in Orange County. 
Congratulations Griffyn, from the officers and members of Lake Mission Viejo Yacht 
Club. 
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Keeping Up With The Twichells 
Rod Simenz 

There are four Twichell 12 sail boats in the club fleet thanks to generous donations 
from Balboa YC members three years ago. The first LMVYC owners were Frank 
Fournier, Scott Pursell, Randy Tisdale and myself.  

 

Three of the boats have changed hands.  Randy donated his Twichell to the club’s 
junior sailors and more recently Aki Hirota became the new owner of Scott’s 
Twichell.  The third boat to change hands was Frank Fournier’s “Dark and Stormy”. 
The new owner is Brian Henriquez, who joined our club in May of this year.   

The Twichells have proved to be well suited to our lake winds and are competitive 
in “C” class at our regattas. Fair winds and smooth sailing to Aki and Brian in their 

“new” boats. 

Arrival of the Twichells. L to R: S/C Randy Tisdale, S/C Frank 
Fournier, Jr. S/C Scott Pursell, and Rod Simenz 
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First Ever Women at the Helm Regatta 

Rod Simenz 

Each skipper was pre-
sented with a colorful 
sailor’s cap with ap-
propriate embroidered 
information to com-
memorate the event. 

 

There were spectator 
boats, there were 
signs painted by Mike 
Katsuyama to show 
support for skippers, 
there even was a large 
pop up shade struc-

ture at East Beach for participants courtesy of 
Arnold Christensen.  

 

Each team sailed three races. Skipper Vivian 
Ikeda had a bonus crew of junior sailor Olivia 
Haufler and Mia Ishikawa had junior sailor An-
nabelle Xing as extra crew.  Both junior sailors 
were very active handling jib sheets, tacking, and 
hiking out.  The regatta turned out to be very 
competitive and well sailed in good wind. There 
were some perfect starts, crowds at most marks 
and some photo finishes, even a tie score.   

 

This was an historic 
event, the first one 
that focused on wom-
en sailors in 46 years 
of club regattas. Plan-
ning began at the 
June board meeting 
where it was decided 
to feature women 
skippers at the club’s 
46th Annual Regatta 
on August 27. To get 
things started an in-
terest sheet and a fly-
er were circulated at 
the June regatta. The interest response for both 
skippers and crew was excellent. The concept 
that evolved was to sail the new Capri 14.2 keel 
boats and CFJs. There were two classes for the 
Capri 14.2 k, one for experienced skippers and 
one for novices. Once the list of skippers and 
crew was finalized there was a lot of practice 
sailing by the teams during the summer months 
leading up to the regatta.  

 

On race day things started with a boat selection 
lottery, then a continental breakfast for skippers, 
their crew and race committee in the Club Room.  

Mike and Ted—Go Aki! Go Mia! B Fleet making for a crowded rounding 
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Women at the Helm, continued 

Congratulation to Lauren Xing and her crew 
Frank Roberts for their first place in the Ca-
pri 14.2 k “A” fleet and Aki Hirota and crew 
Graham Newman for their win in the Capri 
14.2 k “B” fleet.  Maycie Pugh and crew 
Luke Ippolito (1st race) and crew Guy Hea-
ton (2nd & 3rd race) were first in the CFJ 
fleet. All the teams are shown on the score 
sheets along with complete race results.  
Awards were presented for 1st and 2nd place, 
the awards were framed pictures of them-
selves on the race course during the regatta. 

The pictures were taken by club photogra-
pher Donna Stegall. 

 

The race committee was short handed due 
to regular RC members Aki and Mia taking 
part in the racing. Chris Straus and Frank 
Fournier filled in for them and PRO 
Audrey Simenz was then able to conduct a 
well run regatta. 

 

Hospitality chair, Daniela Radu performed 
a “hat trick” at this historic event. Some-
how she managed to skipper a boat in the 

A Fleet start. L to R: Lauren Xing & F Roberts, Susan Christensen & Arnold, 
Cheyenne Stegal & Ted, Daniela Radu & Julius 

Daniela & Julius A Fleet at the pin 
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Women at the Helm, continued 

“A” fleet, (even scoring a first in race 
3), organize the day’s hospitality crew 
and prepare the tossed salad and roast 
chicken dinner that featured homemade 
blueberry cobbler dessert. What a feast 
the regatta participants, the spectators 
and other club members and guests en-
joyed as they rehashed the finer points 
of sail trim, mark rounding rules, race 
tactics and strategies of the day.  Much 
deserved thanks to Daniela and her crew 
of Vicki and Emmet Rixford, Scott 
Pursell and Alison Brooks, Louise Gal-
lagher, and Kim and John Pugh. John, 
BTW brought trays of wings and veg-
gies from Wings Stop for everyone to 
snack on before dinner. 

 

This first ever “Women at the Helm” 
regatta was a sort of trial event and the 
feedback is that this was a lot of fun, 
heck yes let’s have the second annual in 
2024. The club officers agree, so check 
your calendar, save the date and hope to 
see you there.                                                             

Maycie Pugh and Guy Heaton 

B Fleet approaching the leeward mark 

CFJs in hot pursuit 

Kimberly’s vote on the day 

Susan using her crew 



 T h

Women at the Helm 
2023 

The skippers and their crews 

Aki and Graham Susan & Arnold  

Daniela & Julius Suzanne & Ron 

Mia and Rod Kimberly and Ross 

McKenna & David 

Cheyenne & Ted Lauren and Frank 

Vivian, Olivia, & Maverick 

Maycie and Luke 
Annabelle, Mia, & Rod 
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Women at the Helm, continued 

Sail # Skipper/Crew Race 1 Race 3 Race 5 Total Place 

1 Lauren Xing/Frank Roberts 2 2 2 6 1 

2 Susan/Arnold Christensen 1 3 3 7 2 

3 Cheyenne Stegall/Ted Ishikawa 3 4 1 8 3 

4 Daniela Radu/Julius Sighiartau 4 1 RAF 5 10 4 

Capri 14.2k “A” 

Sail # Skipper/Crew Race 2 Race 4 Race 6 Total Place 

1 Aki Hirota/Graham Newman 1 1 3 5 1 

2 Kimberly Ikeda/Ross Nemeroff 2 2 1 5 2 

3 Suzanne/Ron Meyer 4 5 4 13 4 

4 Vivian Ikeda/Maverick Trudell 3 3 2 8 3 

5 Mia Ishikawa/Rod Simenz DNF 6 4 5 15 5 

Capri 14.2k “B” 

 

CFJ 

Sail # Skipper/Crew Race 2 Race 4 Race 6 Total Place 

1045 Maycie Pugh/Guy Heaton* 1 1 2 4 1 

1358 McKenna Pugh/David Ippolito 2 2 1 5 2 

1088 
Lisa / Knowlton Shore 

DNC DNC DNC 
    

*Luke Ippolito crewed in Race 2 
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Octoberfest and the Fall Regatta 

We look forward to the Fall Regatta and the Oktoberfest event that follows every 
year. This is one of the most fun events of the season. 2023 happenings were as 
successful as one would expect.  

 

Many thanks are due to Graham and Jane Newman for chairing the post regatta 
Octoberfest. They inherited this role from beloved hosts Horst and Cecelia Weiler. 
Oom pah pah, chicken dances, and German sausages were trademarks once again. 

 

Regatta results are listed below: 

A Fleet 
Rank Sail No Skipper Crew Class Rating R1 R2 R3 Total 

1st 
  

31337 Ross 
Nemeroff 

  Snipe 91.9 2 1 1 4 

2nd 
  

33 Guy  
Heaton 

  Balboa 
13 

91.4 1 2 2 5 

B Fleet 

Rank Sail 
No 

Skipper Crew Class Rating R1 R2 R3 Total 

1st
 523 Emmet 

Rixford 

Vicki 
Rixford 

Mercury 102.5 2 1 1 4 

2nd
 4988 Frank 

Roberts 

  C14.2 99.8 1 2 2 5 

3rd
 88 Graham 

Newman 

  C14.2 99.8 3 3 
OOD 

3 
OOD 

9 

 

Race 1 results discarded under RRS 32.1 

C Fleet 
Rank Sail 

No 

Skipper Crew Class Rating R1 R2 R3 Total 

1st 
  

T2 Rod  
Simenz 

  Twichell 110 1 1 1 3 

2nd 
  

2 David  
Collins 

Chris 
Strauss 

Expo 
14.2 

104 2 2 2 6 
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S/C Randy Tiffany Wins His  

Third Top Skipper Title! 

T h e  M a i n  S h e e t  

Top Skippers—L to R: Randy Tiffany, 
Ross Nemeroff, Luke Ippolito, Graham 
Newman, Frank Roberts, and Emmet 

Tightly grouped competitors Action among the best 

LMVYC Top Skipper Regatta 

October 15, 2023 

Skipper Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 Race 6 Total 

Randy 
Tiffany 

4 1 1 1 X 1 8 

Ross 
Nemeroff 

3 2 X 4 1 2 12 

Emmet 
Rixford 

2 3 3 2 4 X 14 

Frank 
Roberts 

X 5 2 3 2 3 15 

Graham 
Newman 

1 4 5 X 5 4 19 

Luke  
Ippolito 

5 X 4 5 3 5 22 
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Turkey Regatta 

S/C Frank Roberts 

T h e  M a i n  S h e e t  

This year was a good one. Record num-
ber of members, full events, and fun had 
by all. So we expected our last regatta of 
the year, the Turkey Regatta, to be a 
special one. It did not disappoint.  
 
Regatta mornings are always interesting 
in that they are the start of a fun day. It 
starts with ice chests being prepared, 
boats being launched, marks being set 
and sailors signing in. It is a nice ritual 
that promises a good day on the water.   
 
The morning was routine and all went 
smoothly. R/C conducted a skipper’s 
meeting where we received our sailing 
instructions and course charts for the 
day. New sailors Mike Katsuyama and 
Jon Montgomery were welcomed by 
Commodore Ross Nemeroff. 
 
The skippers left the dock and headed 
out for a day of sailing. The first race 
started A fleet into a light breeze. When 

it came time for B fleet, the wind stopped 
and boats drifted. A fleet race was short-
ened and B fleet waited for the wind to 
start. After that the wind filled in and we 
got our three races in. Winners were S/C 
Guy Heaton in A fleet, Jeff Buchman in B 
Fleet and David Collins in C fleet.   
 
After the race we held our Annual Meeting 
where the financial state of the club is giv-
en by S/C and Treasurer Arnold Christen-
sen. After that, Commodore Ross Nemeroff 
gave a summary of the year, told us about 
upcoming events and asked new members 
to stand and be acknowledged.  Bylaw 
changes were voted in and then the big mo-
ment, a vote for the new slate of officers.  
This passed by acclamation and the new 
officers were welcomed.  

A Fleet headed to the pin 

B Fleet maneuvering. Note the water. 
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Turkey Regatta, continued... 

T h e  M a i n  S h e e t  

Incoming Commodore Elect Vicki Rixford 
gave a short speech thanking the members 
and promising a great 2024 under her 
guidance. No doubt we have elected a fan-
tastic slate of officers.   

C Fleet C14.2k boats downwind 

Vice Commodore Vicki 

Special thanks to Secretary Elect Jon 
Montgomery for stepping up to fill a 
vital role.  His talents will greatly bene-
fit our club.  And congratulations to the 
entire slate. 
 
After the business meeting, we were 
treated to a fantastic dinner of ham, tur-
key, dressing, salad and a scrumptious 
mac and cheese dish.   Dessert fol-
lowed the dinner and members seemed 
to have a really good time.  Thanks to 
S/C Theresa Buchman and her husband 
Jeff for once again exceeding expecta-
tion with this wonderful dinner.   

A & C fleets mixing it up 
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Turkey Regatta, continued... 

T h e  M a i n  S h e e t  

A Fleet inching past the RC  flag 

C fleet on their way 

Frank getting what he can 

Emmet and Vicki at the pin Ross in his Snipe Rod in his Twichell 

Co-host Jeff Buchman Graham reaching 
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T h e  M a i n  S h e e t  
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T h e  M a i n  S h e e t  
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“The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away.”  

— William Shakespeare  

 

 
 
 

 
Thank You and Happy Holidays! 

☸☸☸☸ 

Sincere thanks are extended to: Commodore Nemeroff, S/C Audrey Simenz, Rod 
Simenz, and S/C Frank Roberts, for their articles and photos. 

 

Special thanks to Donna Stegal and Emanuela Teodorescu, and Mia Ishikawa for 
their outstanding regatta photos. 

 

For additional information regarding race results and club activities please visit:  
https://www.lmvyc.org 

 

S/C Kevin Weir, 2023 Newsletter Chair 

 

https://www.lmvyc.org

